Nuclear Advocacy

Young professionals can help further the nuclear renaissance through congressional out-
reach. The knowledge North American Young Generation in Nuclear (NAYGN) members
have can help educate key decision-makers on the benefits of nuclear science and
technology. NAYGN encourages its members to meet with their members of Congress
and other local elected officials on a regular basis. By building a relationship with elected
officials, you can, with NAYGN's help, put a personal perspective on a technical subject.
This relationship will give you the opportunity to address your member of Congress from
home and provide him or her with accurate information on issues and policies affecting
the nuclear industry. As constituents, you can help persuade them to support nuclear
when they return to the Capitol.

Since its inception in 1999, NAYGN has helped its members prepare for nuclear advocacy
activities. Since 2005, NAYGN has organized five “Hill visits” for members attending

the national conference in Washington, D.C. The tactics used in D.C. can be used at

a congressional meeting anywhere.

The Contacting Your Member of Congress Communication Plan is a starting point for
members who want to be more politically active. Preparing for all public discussions on
nuclear subjects can be daunting for any young professional, but NAYGN has captured
the key ingredients to help you prepare for such a meeting. Included is an outline of
how to prepare, establish and conduct meetings with members of Congress.




Always be on time.
Do not interrupt the member of Congress. Let him/her speak.

Do not make up data. If you do not know the answer to a question, say so. Offer to
follow up with the member’s office and then do so.

Speak English! Don’t assume the member understands the technical terms you use
every day.

Leave a few copies of “Straight Talk on Nuclear” with the member along with your
contact information.

Offer to work with NEI to set up

a visit to a nuclear power plant for
the member and staff.

Follow up with a thank-you note
to the member of Congress and
scheduler. You may need their help
in the future!
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