GEORGES ENERGY ADVENTURE
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I’'m Ms. Megawatt.”

“Mega-what?” said the girl next to George. |
“Mega-WATT,” said the camp leader. |
“'m a bundle of energy ' G
in a short amount of time!

Let’s get going!” W) \\
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 where YOUR ch'ldren wil I|ve someday,

Ms. Megawatt explained.




' I, 3 . > The chlldren giggled with glee. “Remember. that aII cities
L v need energy. They need a lot of energy! -
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“Are you using nuclear energy?
| learned that it’s great for big cities!”
Marie exclaimed happily.
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He could not build enough energy for
his city. Frustrated, he knocked
his city down and stormed off to bed.
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George opened his eyes aﬁd‘f'Saw a strange city.
“Wait, | know this city. It’s mine!”
Looking up and down, and all around, George heard
a warm, friendly voice. k

“Hi George, my name is Sunny. | heard you created
this city! Come meet everyone that keeps this
place running.” e
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X familiar city. As clouds began tq drift across e S SN
S . the sky, Sunny slowed to a stop. Y
e & “I'm sorry. I've started to feel really sleepy.”
4= \Sunny said. '

© “Goon without me. I'll just rest her a jit.” '4 i a3 ._
.~ Before George could say, sweet dreams, .§unny LR
S5 was sleeping soundly. S 5 | ', (8
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George pushed open the diner door and heard loud
chomping coming from a nearby table, '. ¢
He sat down. “My name is Coal!”
Coal said between bites.

“And I’'m Gassy.” Gassy burped

before continuing his meal.
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’aal shook hlls head and co tlnued to eat
e@lwaysh '..%lzenevi' ryou need us!”




“Mmmm,” George said as he took
the last bite of his dinner. He waited,
but Gassy and Coal just kept eating
and eating. Just as they finished one
plate, another took its place.
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“Wow! You two must be hungry!”

sttt l o =
all the time,” replied Coal.
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rge said, “Goodbye!”

21



.

George wandered out of the city.
In the distance, he saw a blue glow
on the horizon. w
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Nuke,” said the atom. TSGR

_ eorge asked, “Why are you all the way out here by yourself?”
"WeII people are a little scared of me. So, | work out here 4 Nuke said.
”But I’'m a really great nelghbdr
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The sun set, and the wind stilled. The diner closed for the night.
“Even when my friends get hungry or sleepy,
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| keep supplying energy to the city!
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ith a start as he

George woke up w
fell out of bed

“Eureka!” he yelled as he leapt up

from the floor.

“Cities can’t work with just one form
of energy. It’s best to have them all

I”




George ran to find Marie.

“Marie! MARIE!” George shouted,

“I was wrong. We HAVE to work together! | tried,
but | can’t do it without you!”
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George and Marie worked together to build a bigger, better city.
“That’s wonderful, children! Your teamwork has

empowered you and your city,”

said Ms. Megawatt.




“The wind and sun provide
renewable energy,”

Ms. Megawatt continued.
“Coal and natural gas run
all the time no matter

the weather.

Nuclear is always

on providing clean energy.
Having diversity helped
achieve success!”




Glossary

Atoms: the tiny building blocks of matter

Chomping: to chew loudly and strongly

Circuit: a closed system especially of wires through which electricity can flow
Diversity: composed of different things

Empowered: to make stronger and more confident

Eureka: a cry of joy when one finds or discovers something

Exclaimed: to say something suddenly and loudly

Glee: great joy or happiness

Horizon: the line where the earth’s surface and the sky appear to meet
Impatiently: restless or eager

Megawatt: a unit of energy (equal to 1,000,000 watts)

Twirled: spin quickly and repeatedly

Historical Figures

The characters in this story are named after important scientists in nuclear science history.

George Alcorn is a pioneering physicist and engineer noted for his aerospace and semiconductor
inventions. He was inducted into the National Inventors Hall Fame for his x-ray imaging
spectrometer. This device helps scientists better understand what materials are made of and has
been used to search for new planets. George Alcorn also worked as an educator and promoted
minorities in science, math, and engineering.

Marie Curie was a physicist and chemist who conducted research on radioactivity which is a term

to describe elements that emit strong rays of energy. She was awarded a Nobel Prize in Physics and
Chemistry for her work in radiation and discovery of the radioactive elements polonium and radium.
During World War |, Marie learned that x-rays could help figure out what was wrong with injured
soldiers. She realized putting the x-ray machines in trucks to move them around would allow all
hospitals access to a machine.

The summer camp George and Marie attend is named after Thomas Edison who is credited with many inventions, including
the electric light bulb, and holds over 1,000 US patents in his name.

If you enjoyed George’s Energy Adventure, please checkout Marie’s Electric Adventure! A story about George’s camp friend,
Marie, and her dog, Einstein, who head out on an adventure to turn the lights back on! Marie’s Electric Adventure is available
for free on iTunes.
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